After the mature stage of the ENSO events in the boreal winter, SST and 
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and humidity at Ascension Island (8 • S, 14 • W; cross mark in Fig. 2d) Ekman heat transport [Colberg et al., 2004] .
112
To evaluate the contributions from wind speed anomaly and from anomalous air-sea difference in specific humidity (corresponding to saturation specific humidity anomaly at the sea surface q * o minus air specific humidity anomaly q a ), we approximately represent the latent heat flux anomaly by three linearized components as in Enfield and Mayer [1997] and Tanimoto et al. [2003] :
where F lh is the latent heat flux (upward positive), and the overbar and prime indicate the 113 monthly climatological mean and anomaly, respectively (for more details see Chikamoto
114
and Tanimoto [2005] ). On the right-hand side of (1), the first and the second terms repre-115 sent contributions from wind speed anomaly (W ) and from anomalous air-sea difference 116 in specific humidity (∆q ) to the total amount of latent heat flux anomalies, respectively. 
